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Rom. XF 17. 
——— FAITH cometh by HEARING, 


Sentence, muſt neceſſarily conſider the 

different Senſes, in which the Words 
that it conſiſts of are uſed ; and, particularly, 
thoſe different Senſes, in which they are uſed by 
the Author of the Paſſage that is to be explain'd. 
This ſhould moſt carefully be attended to in ex- 
plaining the New Teſtament, not only becauſe 
of that awful Authority with which it comes 
to us, but becauſe 'it conſiſts of a Number of 
little Books, written by different Authors; all 


H E that would effectually explain any 


of whom, tho' they were ſo far under the In- 


fluence of the Holy Spirit, as to be preſerved 


free from Error, yet were evidently left to the 


uſe of their own Idiom, their own Phraſes, and 
Manner of Speaking: For if we ſuppoſe a 
Word to be uſed throughout it in the fame 
Senſe, and yet it were intended by the ſeveral 
Writers, or by the ſame Writer in different 

Az Places, 
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Places, to have a different Meaning; at this 
Rate we muſt make ſtrange Confuſion; by this 
Method we may make the Scriptures revile and 
diſparage the divine Author of them, deſtroy 
5 own Authority, and countenance Infidelity 

itſelf, 
This I apprehend to have been actually the 
Caſe, in reſpect of the Word FAI T RH. In 
the general, and moſt ſimple Senſe of it, this 
Word means no more than Belief ; or the Aſſent 
of the Mind to a credible Propoſition: And 
accordingly it is diſtinguiſhed into human, and 
divine Faith; the latter, when it depends upon 
the Teſtimony of Go p; the former, when it 
depends upon human Teſtimony only, But be- 
ſides this general Senſe of it, it is ſometimes 
mention'd by Chriſtian Writers, as a Chriſtin 
Grace, or Virtue; and from hence ſome have 
been led to form improper Notions of it; and 
it is no unuſual Thing be Men, without any 
bad Meaning, upon hearing any Report that 
| ſeems improbable, or incredible, to ſay, they 
| have not FA1iTH 7s believe that: Which 
ſeems, at leaſt, to imply, that if they had a 
proper Degree of Faith, they might believe the 
| Thing, notwithſtanding the apparent Improba- 
BDnuity, or the ſuppoſed Incredibility of it. This 
Expreſſion ſeems to ſuppoſe Faith to be a fort 
of Virtue, or Quality, infusd into us, and not 
acquired by the Help of our rational Powers. 
And agreeably to this, others, with equal Ab- 
ſurdity, but far worſe Intention, would ſeem 
gravely to maintain, that the Belief of Cbriſtianii 
185 . 
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is not to be. obtained by rational Proof, but 
entirely depends upon the /ole Influence of the 
Holy Spirit, Wild and extravagant as this 
Notion is, it has even been pretended, that 
Scripture would countenance it ; © that Reaſon 
could not poſſibly be the Principle in- | 
« tended by God to lead us into a true Faith, | 
neither is it ſo in Fact, from the plain 
Account given us of it in Holy Scripture.“ 
Thus, our Enemies have endeavour'd to turn 
our own Artillery upon us, and with a ſteady 
Countenance alledge Scripture in Support of 
thoſe Notions, that plainly lead to Infidelity. 

But notwithſtanding the Inſinuations of theſe 
Men, St. Paul, we ſee, was on our Side of the 
Queſtion, He did not think that Faith was a 
Virtue or Quality infus'd by the mere Influence, 
and immediate Impulſe of the Holy Ghoſt only; 
and much leſs, that it was, in the higheſt De- 
gree of it, capable of making us believe Things 
incredible; but on the contrary, He aſſures the 
Romans in the Text, that Faith cometh by i 
Hearing. At Ver. 4. He was ſpeaking of the j 
Neceſſity of this Faith; and Ver. 12, that it was | 
neceſſary both for Jews and Gentiles ; becauſe. | 
the Invitation was univerſal, and whoſoever /ball 
call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, 
But How foall they call on him, in whom they 
bave not believed? And how ſhall they believe 
in bim of whom they have nat heard? And how 
ſhall they hear without a Preacher? And have 
ing obſerved in the preceeding Verſe, that not- 
withſtanding. the Promulgation of the Goſpel, 

many 
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many would not believe, as Tſazah propheſied, 


when he ſaid, Lord! Who hath believed our 
Report? he adds, So then, Faith cometh by 


Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God, i. e. 
as Mr. Lock paraphraſes it, Faith cometh by 
< the Revelation of the Goſpel in the Writings 
ce of the Sacred Scriptures, communicated by 
& thoſe whom God ſends as Preachers thereof, 
ce to thoſe who are ignorant of it.” Now, if 
this Aſſertion of Sr. Paul's ought to be credited, 
then we may be very ſure, that all thoſe Texts 
of Scripture which are produc'd, ſeemingly in 
ſupport of the oppoſite Opinion, muſt either be 
raiſunderſtood, or miſapplied, by thoſe who for 
this Purpoſe produce them: That they really 
are ſo, it ſhall be my chief Endeavour at preſent 
to ſhew, as far as this Word Fa1TnH is con- 
cern'd, and the uſual Limits of ſuch a Diſcourſe 
will permit. : 

Several of theſe Texts will fall in my Way, 
whilſt I am conſidering the different Senſes in 
which this Word FA1iTH is uſed in the New 
Teſtament ; others, whilſt I am obſerving, what 
was the Doctrine and Practice of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles in this Particular ; and others 
ſtill, when J ſhall briefly enquire, what Influence 
the Holy Ghoſt may ordinarily be ſuppoſed to 
have upon us, towards the Attainment of this 
Faith. 

Firſt then, This Word is uſed by our bleſſed 
Saviour, for a Belief of the Being and Attributes 
of Gop; thus, in his Diſcourſe upon Provi- 
_ dence, Matt, vi. 30, Shall be not much ror 
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chthe Nu, O Ne of little Faith? who, tho 
you daily ſee various Inſtances of God's Provi- 
dence over Things inanimate, can diſtruſt his 
having a Care of you, the nobler Part of his 
| Creation. And thus, in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, it is faid, ch. xi. v. 6. that, without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him God,] for He 
that cometh to God muſt believe that He 1s, &c. 
And ſurely all thoſe Paſſages in which the 
Word is uſed in this Senſe, ſuch as Matt. viii, 
26. and xvi. 8. Luke xii. 28, and ſeveral others, 
are altogether foreign to the preſent Queſtion ; 


for this 1s not the Senſe that we now ule the 
Word in; and if it were, we need not now to 


ſhew, that the Belief of the Being and Attributes 
of God 1s attainable by our rational Faculties, 
ſince they have been prov'd to be demonſtrable, 

2. In the next Place it ſhould be conſider'd, 


that in the Life-time of eur Saviour, there were 


Numbers of People, who, like the Tew/b. 


Ruler, were convinc'd that He was a Teacher 
ſent from God, being perſwaded that no Man 
could do the Miracles that He did, unleſs God 
were with him. All theſe had a Faith in him; 


but what Sort of Faith was that ? It amounted 
to no more than a Belief that he was a Teacher 
knt from God, and endow'd by Him with a 
divine Power of working Miracles: For, as to 


the true Nature of our Saviour's Office, as the 


Mediator and Redeemer of Mankind, they had 
no Conception of it. It was ſo far from this, 


that it is much'to be queſtion'd, whether any of 


the Apoſtles themſelyes were folly inſtructed in 


theſe 
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theſe Points, before the Deſcent of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, Nay, it is obſervable of the three fa. 
vourite Apoſtles, Peter, and James, and Joln, 
that tho they certainly knew in general Term 
that Jeſus was the Cbriſt, yet they groſſy be- 
tray d their Ignorance as to the true Nature of 
that Office. For, two of theſe three were 
deceived with the national Deluſion, and vainly 
ſollicited for the chief Adminiſtration under 
him, to fit on his right and left Hand in his 
Kingdom: Mark x. 35—41. And as to the 
other of them, St. Peter truſted indeed, that 
it had been He which ſhould have redeemed 
Hrael; but after our Lord's Death, it appears 
by his Behaviour in his Way to Emmaus, that 
he was utterly diſappointed ; tho' our Lord had 
himſelf plainly foretold his Reſurrection, it is 
expreſly ſaid of Sf. Peter, 2 9. That as yet he 
Anew not the Scripture, that he [Chriſt] muſt riſe 
again from the Dead ; He ſeems to have had no 
Conception of it : And even after that was ac- 
compliſhed, it is very probable, that the Apoſtle 

d little, if any thing, more from his 
Meſſiahſhip, than that he would do what in a 
Body they all requeſted of him, when they ſaid, 
Lord, wilt thou at this Time r again the 
Kingdom unto Iſrael? As i, 6. If St. Peter 
had rightly underſtood the Nature of the 
Meſſiah's Office, and had had a clear Conception 
of that Expiation which our Redeemer was to 
make upon the Croſs, one would think, he 
could not have expreſſed himſelf as he did, 
when our Lordforetold his Death and _— 
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tho! his Zeal for his Maſter had been greater 


than it was. See Matt. xvi. 21, 22, 23. This 
{ems to be a direct and deciſive Proof of what 
I am ſaying. And if the profeſs'd Diſciples of 
Chriſt himſelf, if the Apoſtles, nay, thoſe three 
chief Apoſtles, were ſo little acquainted with 
theſe important and fundamental Parts of our 
$aviour's Office, before the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt; we may eaſily conclude, that the Belief 
of the People in general, was no more than a 
Perſwaſion of his being @ Teacher, and a Prophet, 
ſent with Authority from God; and the utmoſt 
that they went, was to raiſe ſome Doubt, and 
ſay with thoſe at Feruſalem, John vii. 31. When 
Chriſt cometh will he do more Miracles than theſe 
which this Man hath done ? 

Such a Sort of Faith was that of the Centu- 
rion, who believing our Saviour's divine Power 


of doing Miracles, from Inſtances rhat he might 


himſelf have ſeen, or have been credibly in- 
form'd of by numberleſs Witneſſes; and rightly 
judging, that it was as eaſy to the divine Power 
to cure his Servant at a Diſtance, and with a 
Word ſpeaking, as-if he were preſent, defired 
our Lord to ſpeak the Word only, and his Ser- 
vant ſhould be healed ; upon which our Saviour 
declar'd, He had not found jo great Faith, ſo 
ſtrong and remarkable an Inſtance of it, no not 
in Jſrael, Luk. vii. g. It was this imperfect Faith 
that our Lord ſo often commended ; and theſe 
Expreſſions, Thy Faith hath ſaved thee (a)---- 


(2) See Luke vii, 50. and ch. xviii. v. 42. 
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theſe Points, before the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Nay, it is obſervable of the three fa. 
vourite Apoſtles, Peter, and James, and Jol, 
that tho' they certainly knew in general Termy 
that Jeſus was the Chriſt, yet they groſſy he. 
tray'd their Ignorance as to the true Nature of 
that Office. For, two of theſe three were 
deceived with the national Deluſion, and vainly 
follicited for the chief Adminiſtration under 
him, to fit on his right and left Hand in his 
Kingdom: Mark x. 3 5---41. And as to the 
other of them, St. Peter truſted indeed, that 
it had been He which ſhould have redeemed 
Hrael; but after our Lord's Death, it appear; 
by his Behaviour in his Way to Emmaus, that 
he was utterly diſappointed ; tho' our Lord had 
himſelf plainly foretold his Reſurrection, it is 
expreſly ſaid of Sf. Peter, N 9. That as yet be 
Ene not the Scripture, that he [Chriſt] muſt riſe 
again from the Dead ; He ſeems to have had no 
Conception of it : And even after that was ac- 
compliſhed, it is very probable, that the Apoſtle 
expected little, if any thing, more from his 
Meſſiahſhip, than that he would do what in 2 
Body they all requeſted of him, when they ſaid, 
Lord, wilt thou at this Time reſtore again the | 
Kingdom unto Hrael? As i, 6. If St. Peter 
had rightly underſtood the Nature of the 
Meſſiah's Office, and had had a clear Conception 
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| to” his Zeal for his Maſter had been greater 


than it was. See Matt. xvi. 21, 22, 23. This 
{ems to be a direct and deciſive Proof of what 


| lam faying. And if the profeſs'd Diſciples of 


Chriſt himſelf, if the Apoſtles, nay, thoſe three 
chief Apoſtles, were ſo little acquainted with 


| theſe important and fundamental Parts of our 


Saviour's Office, before the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; we may eaſily conclude, that the Belief 
of the People in general, was no more than a 
Perſwaſion of his being @ Teacher, and a Prophet, 
ſent with Authority from God; and the utmoſt 
that they went, was to raiſe ſome Doubt, and 
fy with thoſe at Jeruſalem, John vii. 31. When 
Chriſt cometh <will he do more Miracles than theſe 
which this Man hath done ? 

Such a Sort of Faith was that of the Centu- 
rion, who believing our Saviour's divine Power 
of doing Miracles, from Inſtances that he might 
himſelf have ſeen, or have been credibly in- 
form'd of by numberleſs Witneſſes ; and rightly 
judging, that it was as eaſy to the divine Power 
to cure his Servant at a Diſtance, and with a 
Word ſpeaking, as-if he were preſent, defired 
our Lord to ſpeak the Word only, and his Ser- 
vant ſhould be healed ; upon which our Saviour 
declar'd, He had not found jo great Faith, fo 
ſtrong and remarkable an Inſtance of it, no not 
in Iſrael, Luk. vii. 9. It was this imperfect Faith 
that our Lord ſo often commended ; and theſe 


Expreſſions, Thy Faith hath ſaved thee (a)---- 


(a) See Luke vii, 50. and ch. xvii. v. 42, 
B Thy 
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Thy Faith hath made thee whole (b)-=== Accord. 
ing to your Faith be it unto thee (c)----Great ii 
thy Faith, be it unto thee cen as thou wilt (d) -. 
and the like, are to be underſtood, as if the 
Belief of theſe People in Je had procur'd 
and obtain'd for them thoſe Miracles, inaſmuch | 
as it was the Occaſion of his conferring thoſe 
Benefits upon them : But, nothing can be plainer, 
than that this Sort of Faith was obtained, not 
ſupernaturally, but by the common Evidence of 
their Senſes, and the plain Deductions of Rea- 
fon, from thoſe Facts that they either ſaw them- | 
ſelves, or heard from others, beyond all Con- | 
tradiction, to be credibly atteſted. 

3. But our bleſſed Lord uſes the Word in a 
Senſe different from both theſe; viz. for that 
firm Confidence, that ſtrong Perſwafion of an 
Ability to perform Miracles, which, it ſeems, 
was neceſlary, as a previous Qualification for 
the Performance of them, 'This will appear by 
laying together the following Texts. When 
the Diſciples enquired of Jeſus, why they could 
not caſt out the Devil, Matt. xvii. 19, 20. His 
Anſwer was; Becauſe of your Unbelief ; for 
verily J. ſay unto you, if ye have Faith as 4 
Grain of Muſtard-Seed, ye ſhall ſay unto this 
Mountain, remove hence to yonder Place, and 
it ſball remove; the removing of Mountains, 
was, as it is well known, a proverbial Expre- 
ſſion to ſignify the doing of the moſt difficult 


(5) Matt. ix. 22. Mark x. 52, Luke xvii. 19, 
(e) Matt. ix. 29. 
(4) Matt. xv. 28. 


Things; 
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Things; and fo it follows, and nothing ſhall be 
;mpoſſible for you, Upon another Occaſion, He 
ſud, Matt. xxi. 21. 1f ye have Faith, and doubt 
not, ye ſhall not only do this which is done to the 
Fig-Tree, but alſo if ye ſhall ſay to this Moun- 
tain be thou removed, aud be thou caſt ints the 
Sea, it ſhall. be done. So, in St. Mark xi. 22, 
23. Have Faith in God, or, as it is literally, 
have the Faith of God, or great Faith, 1. e. a 
great Degree of it; for verily I ſay unto you, 
that whoſoever ſhall ſay to this Mountain, be 
thou removed and caſt into the Sea, and ſhall nof 
doubt in his Heart, but ſhall believe that thoſe 
| Things which he ſaith ſhall come to paſs, he 
ſhall have whatſoever he ſaith, So, St. Peter 
and Sf, John, Acts iii. 16. declar'd that our 
Lord's Name, through Faith in his Name, had 
made the impotent Man ſtrong. And thus it 
is ſaid of St. Stephen, Ads vi. 8. that He 
being full of Faith end of Power, did great 
Wonders and Miracles among the People. And 
this, I preſume, is what Sr. James meant, when 
he told them to whom he wrote, that the Prayer 
of Faith ſhould fave the Sick, and the Lord 
ſhould raiſe him up, ch. v. 15. And this is the 
only Senſe in which Faith is to be conſider'd, 
as the immediate, the ſole, and ſupernatural 
Effect of the Holy Ghoſt. It was in this Senſe 
that the Apoſtles requeſted our Lord to encreaſe 
their Faith, as appears by his Anſwer, Luke 
xvii, 6, In this Senſe St. Paul reckons among 
the other Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. . 
that 40 another is given Faith by the ſame 
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Spirit. That this Sort of Faith was what $* 
Paul here meant by that Word, is apparen 
from the Beginning of the next Chapter, which 
is a Continuaion of the fame Diſcourſe, there 
theApoſtle manifeſtly alludes to the ſeveral ſuper- 
natural Gifts here enumerated at the Beginning 
of this. Tho' I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
* and of Angels----tho' I have the Gift of Pro- 
e phecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
* Knowledge ; and h I have all Faith, fo that 
« Þ could remove Mountains, and have not Cha- 
e rity, I am nothing ;” Here, you ſee, St. Paul 
refers to the very Words of our Saviour before- 
mention'd. And tho*perhaps it might be poſſible, 
that nothing more might be requiſite for the 
Attainment even of this miraculous Faith, than 
a firm Belief in, and Reliance upon the Promiſes 
of our Saviour ; yet, as the Power of doing Mi- 
Tacles, was certainly a ſupernatural Effect of the 
Holy Spirit, we need not admire if his ſuper- 
natural Influence was requiſite for the Attain- 
ment of this Sort of Faith; becauſe, as 1 
obſerved, this was a neceflary Qualification for 
the Exerciſe of that other ſpiritual Gift, the 
working of Miracles, But, ſuppoſing this Sort 
of Faith actually to have been the ſole and imme- 
diate Effect of the Holy Ghoſt, every Perſon 
mult ſee, that it is entirely of a different Nature 
from what we now mean by the Word Faith; 
that ever ſince Miracles have ceaſed in the 
Church, theſe Texts are by no Means directhj 
applicable to the preſent State of Chriſtians ; 
and therefore, that thoſe Texts which * 
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[ 23 ] 
this Sort of Faith, are, all of them, diſingenuouſly 
and impertinently applied to the preſent Que- 
ſtion. See Matt. xiv. 31. 

4. After our bleſſed Lord had left the Earth, 
and the Holy Ghoſt had fully reveal'd the 
whole Myſtery of our Redemption, this Word 
aſſum'd another Meaning. For then, a Belief 
of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and a 
Truſt in the Merits of Chriſt's Death and 
Sufferings, was term'd emphatically, T H E 
FAITH (a); The Chriſtian Doctrine was call'd 
the Word of Faith (b); Profeſſing to believe and 
practice the Chriſtian Doctrine, and Precepts, 
was, becoming obedient to the Faith (c); admit- 
ting the Gentiles to partake of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, was, opening the Door of Faith to 
them (4d); and the Members of the Chriſtian 
Church were ſtil'd, thoſe who were of the 
Houſhold of Faith (e.) In this Senſe, the Word 
is now commonly uſed among us; and it is ob- 
ſervable, that no Paffage in the New Teſtament, 
where the Word has this Meaning, will bring 
any Advantage to our Adverſary's Doctrine. In 
this Senſe St. Paul preached the Faith which once 
be deſtroyed, Gal. i. 23. and thus he often uſes 
the Word, in numberleſs Places throughout his 
Writings. 

5. But St. Paul alſo uſes the Word with 
greater Latitude; particularly in this Epiſtle, 

(a) Acts xiii. 8. xiv. 22. xvi. 5. XXIV, 24. 

(5) Rom. x. 8. 

c) Acts vi. 7. 


(a) Acts xiv. 27, 
(e) Gal, vi. 10, 


Ch, ili. 
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Ch. iii. v. 3. He expreſſes by it the Veracity of 
God. What if ſome did not believe? ſhall their 
Unbelief make the Faith of God of none Effet ? 
God forbid; yea, Let God be true, but every 
Man a Liar? 

6. Again, ch. xiv. v. 22, 23. He means by 
it the Perſwaſion of a Man's own Mind about 
the Lawfulneſs of his own Actions; where 
ſpeaking of the Offence that might be given tg 
weak Chriſtians, by cating that which another 
might think unlawful, He ſays, Haft thou Faith? 
Art thou perſwaded of the Lawfulneſs of ſuch 
an Action? Have it to thyſelf before God. 
Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in that 
Thing which he alloweth [himſelf to do.] And 
be that doubteth, is damned [condemned] if le 
eat, becauſe He eateth not of Faith, becauſe he 
is not perſwaded that what he does is lawful; 


for whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin; whatever 


a Man does, of the Lawfulneſs of which he is 
not convinced, 1s finful. | 

7. In another Place He uſes the Word for 
the Promiſe, or Vow, that the Widows had 
given to the Church, to continue in that State, 
and calls their Digamy, a caſting off their firſt 
Faith. 1 Tim. v. 12. 

I am far from thinking that I have enume- 
rated all the different Senſes in which this Word 
3s uſed in the New Teſtament *; but from theſe 

: 33 Seven 
I am rather perſwaded that J have not done ſo, of which 
Rom. xiv. 1. may ſerve for one Inſtance. Him that is weak it 


the Faith receive ye, but not to doubtful Diſputations. Here Him 


that is weak in the Faith, means neither the Unbeliever, 2 
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S-ven that have been mention'd, the Neceſſity 
of attending to the Context in the Application 
of ſuch Paſſages, 1s evident: And as to that 
Senſe of it, with which I am at preſent con- 
cern'd; that is, when it is uſed for a Belief of 
the Chriſtian Religion, or, a Belief in Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Mediator and Redeemer of Man- 
kind; that, in this Senſe, I fay, Faith is ordi- 
narily attainable by Argument, and rational 
Proof, and was intended by our Saviour ſo to 
be, will be further evident, from the Nature of 
the Thing; from the Doctrine of our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf; and from the Practice of the 
Apoſtles, in Obedience totheir Lord's Commands, 
For as it is contradictory and abſurd to ſup- 
poſe, that Men can believe that which appears 
to be incredible; ſo, it is certain that we cannot 
believe any thing to be true, except there be 
' ſome Reaſon for doing ſo ; ſome Reaſon that is 
ſufficient to determine our Aſſent to the Truth 
of it. I am not ſpeaking of ſuch Truths as we 


the Miſbeliever, nor the imperfect Believer, nor one who had 
not the miraculous Faith; but in a Senſe ſomething different 
from all thoſe already mention'd, and even that in which it is 
uſed at the End of the Chapter, it means the wninffrudted 
Chriftian, not yet fully inform'd of his Chriftian Liberty, but 
ſcrupulouſly perplex'd about Things in their own Nature indif- 
ferent. The Apoſtle, therefore, did wiſely direct, in the Caſa 
ef ſuch a Chriſtian, that the Church ſhould receive him as a 
Brother, and diſregarding theſe Trifles leave him to himſelf, 
rather than run the Hazard of puzzling and perplexing him 
mote, by reaſoning with him about T Ding, in themſelves, of 
no Conſequence. If this be the plain Senſe of the Paſſage, 
then the Word Faith here, has no Relation at all te the Belief 
of the Truth of the Goſpel, fo that it cannot ſerve the Purpoſe of 
the Author of Chriſtianity net founded on Argument, p. 41. 


know 
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know intuitively ; or ſuch as we can demon- 
ſtrably prove; theſe are wide of the preſent 

ueſtion: But as to ſuch as are properly the 
Objects of Faith; that is, ſuch as we have only 
probable Proof for, and of which we have no 
more than a moral Certainty; theſe, I ſay, Men 
believe, either becauſe of the apparent Probability 
of them, ariſing from the united Strength of the 
ſeveral Proofs concerning them; or, if they are 
not themſelves qualified to judge of ſuch Argu- 
ments, they believe them upon the Authority of 
others, on whoſe Judgment they rely. Thus, 
in the preſent Caſe, we believe in Jeſus Chriſt 
as the Mediator and Redeemer of Mankind, be- 
cauſe he is plainly reveal'd in the Holy Scriptures 
to be ſo; and we believe them to be the reveal'd 
Word of God, becauſe they come to us as ſuch, 
with all that Proof which we can reaſonably 
expect; with all that Proof which the Nature of 
the Thing will admit of. 

And becauſe our Faith was to be built on 
this Foundation, we find, our Bleſſed Saviour 
did nothing more to convert Men to his Reli- 
gion, than appeal to his Miracles, and the Com- 
pletion of the ancient Prophecies concerning 
him. Theſe, together with the apparent Con- 
formity of his Doctrine to the natural Notions 
that we have of God, and the eternal Principles 
of true Morality, were the only Inducements 
that his Diſciples had to embrace his Religion. 
Accordingly, the Method he directed his Apo- 
ſtles to purſue, at the Time of his final Depar- 


ture from them, was only, 79 preach the Goſpe! 
70 


[ 17 ] 

to every Creature, To this Employment, in 
Obedience to his Command, they moſt aſſidu- 
ouſly applied themſelves. They all did, as is 
particularly recorded of St. Paul, Acls xvii. 2, z. 
who reaſoned with his Hearers out of the Scrip- 
tures ; opening and alledgins that Chriſt muſt 
needs have ebe and riſen again from the 
Dead ; and that this Feſus whom T preach unto 
you is Chriſt ; and thus it pleaſed God, by 7he 
Foolifhneſs of Preaching, (as we may ſuppoſe the 
Enemies of the Faith at that Time did con- 
temptuouſly term it, ſee 1 Cr. i. 2 1. Cc.) to ſave 
them that believed. But to what purpoſe ſhould 
the Apoſtles be directed to preach ? To what 
purpoſe ſhould they obey this Command, if it 
was not intended that they ſhould perſwade and 
- convince Men of the Truth of their Doctrine? 
And how could this be done, but by Reaſon 
and Argument? In Fact, it was done this and 
no other way ; and their Succeſs did abundantly 
anſwer their Expectations. 

Their Succeſs was indeed ſo very great, that 
our Adverſaries endeayour to avail themſelves of 
it, when they pretend to infinuate the Improba- 
bility of thoſe Inſtances, where great Numbers 
are faid to be converted, by, what they love to 
call, a /ingle Lecture. But as to this Matter, it 
ſhould be conſidered that we can form but an 
uncertain and imperfect Judgment of that In- 
fluence which ſhould reaſonably be expected 
from thoſe Diſcourſes of the Apoſtles at the firſt 
Promulgation of the Goſpel. For, tho' what 
Remains of them have been handed down to 

; C 3 
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us, are regularly laid together, with all proper 
Connection, yet they can reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to be no more than ſhort Abſtracts, and ſum- 
mary Abridgments of much larger Sermons. 
They are, probably, no more than the bare 
Heads of Diſcourſe, and the main Topicks, 
which ſhew the general Drift and Tendency of 
the whole Performance, but only contain the 
chief Subſtance and Purport of what we muſt 
imagine the Apoſtles did far more copioully en- 
large upon.----In the next place, it ſhould alſo 
be conſidered, where it was that theſe numerous 
Converſions were made; and of what Perſons 
they were, probably, compoſed. For, it was 
at Feruſalem, the Place where the moſt remark- 
able and important Miracles of our Saviour 
were wrought ; and therefore, theſe muſt have 
been People who either had been themſelves 
Eye-Witneſſes of them; or, at leaſt, ſuch as 
could not but have ſufficient Evidence of their 
Truth, from the Teſtimony of their Friends and 
Acquaintance. Again, theſe Converts were, 
molt probably, of St. John the Baptiſt's Diſci- 
ples; inur'd to the Diſcipline of Repentance; 
educated, trained, and prepared by Him to ex- 
pect and receive the glad Tidings that ſhould be 
brought in the Name of that Divine Perſon, 
whoſe ſacred Forerunner He was. That this 
was really the Caſe, ſeems to appear further pro- 
bable, from the different Reception which we 
find the Apoſtles met with in thoſe Places 
that were further from home. The Accounts 
that we have of this, contain a natural Deſcrip- 

tlon 


„ 
tion of what would probably happen to them, 
were they alive at this Day. At Athens particu- 
larly, tho' Sf. Paul was the Preacher, ſome 
mock d-==-others ſaid, we will hear thee again. 
Hwwbeit, certain Men----believ'd, Acts xvil. 32 
and 34. Here we ſee, ſome became Converts, 
ſome ſuſpended their Judgment, and ſome in- 
ſulted and derided him. But the Doctrine was 
the fame, and the Perſons that propagated it the 
fame, and therefore the different Succeſs of it 
at different Places, ſhews that it was left in a 
great Meaſure to make its own Way; Men 
were left to the Uſe of their own Reaſon about 
it; and the Difference: aroſe from the different 
Diſpoſitions of the Hearers: For otherwiſe, the 
ſupernatural and extraordinary Influence of the 
Holy Spirit, would have had the fame Effect 
upon the Men of Athens, as it had upon thoſe 
of Jeruſalem, Again, I would obſerve, that a 
mere Belief of the Truth of our Saviour's Miſ- 
ſion, and an Acknowledgment of his Character 
as the Chriſt, with a Profeſſion of Sorrow for 
paſt Sins, and a Promiſe of future Obedience: 
Such a Faith, I ſay, was alone ſufficient to en- 
title Men to an Admiſſion into the Chriſtian 
Covenant by Baptiſm. And when all theſe 
Things are jointly conſidered, there is nothin 
ſtrange in the Accounts that we have of hols 
numerous Converſions ; for in that Place, it is 
caly to conceive, that ſuch Perſons might very 
reaſonably be convinced and converted to ſuch 
4 Faith, even by one /ingle Lecture: Much leſs 
C 2 need 
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need we admire at the Ethiopian Convert, and 
ſome others mentioned in the Acts of the Apo- 
files, tho' they were converted one Hour and 
e baptized the next.” For when they were con- 
vinced of the Truth of Chriſtianity, and per- 
ſwaded to profeſs and make their due Acknow- 
ledgments of it, what ſhould forbid their being 
baptzzed ? 

Laſtly. Let us briefly enquire what Influence 
the Holy Ghoſt may ordinarily be ſuppoſed to 
have upon us, towards the Attainment of this 
Faith, 

Now 1t is moſt true, that we may attain to a 
Belict of Chriſtianity, by the Uſe of our natural 
Faculties ; And the Guilt of not believing it, 
ariſes from Mens Careleſſneſs in not attending to, 
and conſidering thoſe convincing Proofs that we 
Have of it; or elſe, from their Preſumption * 
im requiring more and greater Proofs, than it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God to give us ; more, 
and greater, than the Nature of the Thing will 


This was the perverſe and blameable Preſumption of the 
Phariſees, in demanding. of our Saviour a Sign from Heaven. 
It was not, that they wanted “ ſome Teſtimonial of the Truth 
of his declar'd Miſſion,” as is pretended by our Author, p. 38. 
For every one who reads the Goſpels muſt know, that they had 
innumerable inſtances of ſuch miraculous Teſtimonials, if theſe 
would content them. However, it is obſervable, that tho” our 
Saviour did not think proper to ſatisfy their impertinent Cu- 
rioſity, yet in Condeſcenſion to their Tnfirmities He ſo far com- 
plied with their wanton Requeſt, that He gave them 2he Sig» 
of the Prophet Jonas, by which he put the Truth of his Miffion 
upon the Accompliſhment of one of the greateſt Miracles that 
was ever perform'd, viz. His own Reſurrection from the Dead. 
See Matt. xii. 38, 39, 40. | | 
- admit 
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admit of, But then, as the fame Evidence does 
appear to different Perſons in different Lights ; 

or, even to the ſame Perſon at different Times; 
| As the beſt Argument, even a Demonſtration 
| itſelf, may appear obſcure, confus'd, and unintel- 
| ligible, if the intermediate Steps of it be not diſ- 
pos'd in a proper Order and Method ;-----And 
| as all Arguments have difterent Degrees of 
Weight, and do carry different Degrees of Con- 
viction, in proportion, as the neceſſary Depen- 
dance and Connection of their conſtituent Parts 
upon each other, are more, or leſs clearly diſ- 
cern'd ;----Theſe Things conſidered, the An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion is, That the Holy Spirit, 
is, ordinarily, concerned in the Acquiſition of 
this Faith, as he ordinarily is in the Acquiſition 
of all thoſe moral Virtues and Graces that are 
required from the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, i. e. 
He acts upon us, not by an involuntary Impulle ; 
not by controuling our Wills, and irreſiſtibly in- 
fuſing it into us; but by preparing our Minds 
for the Diſcernment and Reception of the 
Truth; by propoſing it to us in a proper Man- 
ner, and at proper Times; and by aſſiſting, co- 
operating with, and ſtrengthening our rational 
Faculties. And if we refle& upon what paſſes 
within our own Minds, we may more eaſily con- 
ceive how imperceptibly we may each of us re- 
ceive Aſſiſtance in this way, than one can explain 
it. But yet, this Aſſiſtance would avail nothing 
without the Concurrence and vigorous Efforts 
of our own Endeavours, and the conſtant * 
O. 


mation in two Particulars relating to this Matter, 


L of the Goſpel, did not ſucceed, this conſtant Explanation of 


( 22 ] | 
of thoſe reaſoning Powers that God hath given | 
us for our Direction *. 

In this ſober Senſe we may underſtand St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. xii. 3. where he ſays, that no Man WM ci 
can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy | 
Ghoſt ; If, to pleaſe our Adverſaries, we will ſup. | 
poſe the Text to relate to Chriſtians in general. 
But, I preſume, the original Meaning of it was | 
contin'd to thoſe who were poſleſs'd of the mi- 
raculous Gift of ſpeaking in various Languages 
and with diverſe Kinds of Tongues. It ſeems 


as if the Church of Corinth had defired Infor- 


1, How they were to diſtinguiſh Perſons reall 
inſpired, from thoſe who falſely pretended to 
Inſpiration ? 2. Which of thoſe Spiritual Gifts 
there mention'd, ought to entitle the Poſſeſſor of 
it to a Precedency in the Church? To the firſt 
of theſe He anſwers in this Verſe, that as no Man 
who ſpeaks by the Spirit of God, Ec. calls Feſux 
accurſed; So, no Man can ſay, or teach, that 
Jeſus is the Lord, or Chriſt, and, (as Dr. Whitby 
paraphraſes) confirm that Doctrine with ſuper- 
natural Gifts and Miracles, but by the Holy Ghoſ, 


Our Author would very artfully ſuggeſt, that this Faith 
muſt be previouſly infus'd, in order to the ſucceſsful preaching 
of the Goſpel, from Heb. iv. 2. According to the ſame Ac- 
count we find, /ays he, wherever the outward Enforcement; 


« its Want of Effet; The Word preached did not profit them, not 
% being mixed with Faith in them that heard it.“ But if we 
take the Senſe of this Paſſage, and uſe a ſynonymous Expreſſion, 
it will by xo means favour this Writer's Cauſe : For what 
Wonder is it that the Word preached ſt ould not profit Men, awhey 
ii is not believ d by theſe that hear it ? But 
8 U 
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But further, tho' Faith in Chr:/?, Repentance 
of paſt Sins, and a Promiſe of future Obedience, 
are ſufficient for our Admiſſion into the Church, 
this viſible Kingdom of Chriſt on Earth; We 
cannot become Members of his Heavenly King- 
dom, unleſs we fulfil that Promiſe ; unleſs our 
Faith be productive of good Works; unleſs it 
be that which worketh by Love; unleſs it pro- 
duces in us thoſe Fruits of the Spirit, Goodneſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth; and endues us with 
that Holineſs without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, And as there are but too many Inſtances 
where this Faith in Chr:/# has not the deſired 
Effect on Men's Lives, ſurely we may be al- 
lowed to pray for the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace 
1 this particular, 

And if our Faith ſhould produce in us a 
proper Effect, and have a ſufficient "Influence 
upon our Lives and Converſations, then, we 
may be truly faid to purify our Hearts by Faith. 
And truly, this ſeems to be ſo innocent and in- 
offenſive an Expreſſion, that he muſt be much 
inclin'd to cavil, who can make any Exceptions 
to it. | 

To conclude, I Faith cometh by Hearing; if 
| Men may be reaſon'd, and argued into a Belief 
of Chriſtianity ; If our Saviour himſelf made 
Converts this Way, and commanded his Apo- 
ſtles to do the like; And if they purſued this 
Method with wonderful Succeſs; Then, we, 
their Succeſſors in this Office, may, with the 
more Chearfulneſs, apply ourſelves to the Exe- 
cution of it, not doubting but that the Divine 


Bleſſing 
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Blefling will accompany our pious Endeavours: 
For ſo long as we preach, not our ſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord; fo long as we preach pure Chri- 
ſtianity, as it is believed and taught in this our 
truly Apoſtolick Church, we are ſecure of our 
Bleſſed Maſter's Aſſiſtance: For, according to 
His own divine Promiſe, in this Caſe, and for 
this Purpoſe, He will not fail 20 be with us, 
always, even to the End of the World, Amen, 
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